
 Mayorõs Message 

Old Tappan News 

Your Mayor and council has worked very hard to 
keep our town safe, and our municipal taxes low 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
your tax liability (which accounts to only 14% of 
your overall bill) is the only component that we are 
responsible for. Throughout this period, Old Tappan 
has been at the forefront of forming shared services 
agreements with neighboring communities because 
we collectively recognized early on that when times 
were troubling (as they are today); sharing with 

other municipalities will reduce our overall operating and capital expenditures. 

Some of the many shared services agreements that we have entered into are as 
follows: a senior bus, street sweeper, and sewer jet and bucket truck with Hills-
dale, whereby we allow each town to share one vehicle, some as part of a 
scheduled program and some on an as needed basis.   Our long standing part-
nerships with Fire and First Aid continue through both the Northern Valley and 
Pascack Valley mutual aid programs. Our Police dispatch is done with River 
Vale, fuel is purchased through Bergen County, and our police department util-
izes cooperative purchasing with other police agencies, purchasing supplies 
such as ammunition, flares and other agency supplies to reduce costs. We are 
also the fuel supplier to River Vale, Northern Valley Regional High School, River 
Vale Police Department and Charles DeWolf School, all the while ensuring that 
emergency service vehicles have a ready source of fuel thereby reducing the 
need for separate, costly pumping centers.  Also, two years ago Old Tappan, in 
conjunction with nine other towns, entered into a cooperative agreement with 
the county for a new sewer jet truck.  This is a cost savings to us in excess of 
$200,000. 

When you think about shared services, one of the first may have been BCCLS, 
The Bergen County Cooperative Library Service.  Innovative in its time and now 
taken for granted, BCCLS makes every book available to any resident from any 
library in the system.  This allows our library to save money when stocking their 
shelves but allows our residents the availability of all books in the cooperative 
library services. 

And lastly, you may recall the Resource Optimization Initiative we started with 
School Superintendent Bill Ward a few years back. Through ROI we assist the 
schools with maintenance and upkeep of their fields and machinery, as well as 
provide fuel for their vehicles.  The borough and the school board are in the 
process of looking into energy audits to obtain real solutions to energy conser-
vation. We are also in the process of exploring alternative energy production, 
including solar. 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǎŎƻǊŜΦέ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

exist, or that we are working on them.  But 
they do exist; they have been and will con-
tinue to be an important part of this Mayor 
ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ 

While minimizing taxes, preserving open 
space, and entering into intelligent shared 
services agreements are our primary objec-
tives, we also must ensure that we continue 
to meet the demands of our residents for 
first class quality services. In each depart-
ment of the borough, we strive for consis-
tent service excellence. 

Every day our Police Department protects 
and serves our community admirably. Our 
Department of Public Works keeps our 
parks beautiful. Oakes Park, Stone Point 
and Bonnabel Park are truly showcase 
parks!! Like every year, if you needed to 
drive on our roads after a snowstorm, our 
DPW seems to know how to clear roads 
and keep them clear better than any other 
town.  The Old Tappan Golf Course is spec-
tacular because of the expertise, work ethic 
and training of our Golf Course employees.  
We are proud of the fact that the play at 
our Golf Course has remained constant and 
other venues have not been quite as fortu-
nate. 

While other towns continue to struggle 
with providing emergency fire and medical 
services, our Fire Department and First Aid 
Corps are always at the ready to meet our 
emergency needs. The Council and I have 
provided the Borough Hall with state of the 
art technological tools to increase efficiency 
in the administration of the Borough, and 
the customer service focus of the Borough 
Hall employees is unparalleled. Across the 
board our Borough Departments, as well as 
our boards, committees and commissions, 
make the most out of each budget dollar 
while providing exemplary services. This is 
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no accident as there is a conscious effort 
made on our part to make sure that we are 

doing everything possible to protect your greatest fi-
nancial investment-your home. 

As we approach the end of the fall and the holidays are 
right around the corner, this is truly a special time in 
our town. Let me know how you are doing and how the 
Council and I can make your Old Tappan even better. 
We invite you to attend our meetings and witness how 
your elected officials manage the affairs of the bor-
ough: positively, disciplined and in a 
totally transparent manner. 
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Old Tappan News 

 
Property Taxes are due 11/1/10. There is a 10 day 

grace period until 11/10/10. 
 

Property Taxes are due 2/1/11. There is a 10 day grace 
period until 2/10/11. 

  
Sewer User fee is due 3/1/11. There is a 10 day grace 

period until 3/10/11. 
  

¢ƘŜ ¢ŀȄ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Sewer User fees and the an-
nual installment of your Special Assessment either by credit or debit card 
(VISA & Mastercard) ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀȄ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
Local Annual Deductions on Property Taxes: 
Senior Citizens: !ƴƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘŀȄ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ϸнрл ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ 
age 65 or older or disabled who meet certain income and residency require-
ments. 
Veteran Deduction: Annual property tax deduction of $250 for homeown-
ers who are qualified war veterans and their surviving spouses. 
Please inquire at the tax office about these property tax deductions. 
State Administered Annual Deductions on Property Taxes: 
Homestead Benefit (Rebate)   Applications to be mailed 9/18/10  **  
Property Tax Reimbursement (Senior Freeze)  Filing deadline extended to 
11/1/10 
Please go online to review programs and frequently asked questions. The NJ 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŀȄŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 
numbers: 
Homestead Benefit                     1-888-238-1233 
Property Tax Reimbursement      1-800-882-6597 
 
**   Homestead Benefit checks will no longer be mailed to you, but will ap-
pear as a credit on your May 2011 tax bill. A new tax bill for the May 2011 
quarter will be sent to you in April 2011. 

GENERAL ELECTION: Tuesday, November 2nd ς 6:am - 8pm 

If you are going to be out of town on Election Day, you may pick up 
ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴǘŜŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
County Clerk must receive applications by mail no later than 7 days 
prior to Election Day.  After the 7 day deadline all applications must 
be hand delivered to the County Clerk. 

DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES:   Watch for your Sample Ballot, 
which indicates your District and Polling Place in the left hand cor-

ner.  Contact the Municipal Clerks office at 201-664-1849 ext.  if you 
have any questions. 

POLLING PLACE FOR DISTRICTS 1, 2, & 3:  T. Baldwin Demarest School, 
School Street/Herrick Drive 

Important Information 

For the 2010 Elections 

from the Office of the 

Borough Clerk 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS TO REMEMBER... 

RAGAMUFFIN PARADE on Saturday,  October 23, 2010, 
9:00a.m. at Oakes Park.  Rain dateτSaturday, October 30, 
2010τmore info page 8 

FRIGHT NIGHT on Saturday,  October 30, 2010, 6:30p.m.τ
9:00 Grades 5-8.   

HALLOWEEN on Sunday,  October 31, 2010 

 DRIVE CAREFULLY!!! 

ELECTION DAY to be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2010.  
More information on this page. 

GOLDEN AGE CLUB TRIP  to Mt. Mary Casino in Penssylvania 
on November 3, 2010 

CRAFTY LADIES CRAFT SALE on November 6, 2010, 9 amτ3 
pm at the Trinity Reformed Churchτmore info page 13 

PIZZA BINGO at the Old Tappan Fire House, Monday, Novem-
ber 8, 2010 at noon 

ZUMBA at the Old Tappan Fire House, Saturday, November 
20, 2010 at 10:30amτeveryone welcome 

GOLDEN AGE CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY on December 8, 
2010, Noon, at Colonial Inn, Norwood 

PIZZA BINGO at the Old Tappan Fire House, Monday, Decem-
ber 13, 2010 at noon 

ZUMBA at the Old Tappan Fire House, Saturday, December 
18, 2010 at 10:30amτeveryone welcome 

Just a reminder to all Property Owners that Old Tappan General Code Article 3 section 100-14 requires Certificate of Occupancy 
upon change of ownership or tenancy. (Commercial or Residential). Applications are available on-line or at Borough Hall. 

This requirement ensures Building, Zoning and Fire Prevention compliance. 
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Message from your 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŀƴǘΧ 
BRANCH CHIPPING 

 Please stack branches at the curb with the cut ends facing out, 
maximum 4 inch diameter, do not place in the street and do not 
block a sidewalk. The only items you may place for pickup in the 
street are leaves during fall leaf season. The last scheduled branch 
chipping day will be October 6th on west side of town and October 
13th on the east side , there will be NO chipping during leaf pickup. You must call 
201-664-4438 to advise us that you have put branches out. 
 

LEAF PICKUP 
Leaf pickup will begin on October 18th and we will begin our last pick up 

on December 6th. Leaves may not be placed in the roadway prior to Octo-
ber 11th  as per borough ordinance as required by the State and Fed-
eral Stormwater Regulations. Leaves must be at the curb by Decem-
ber 5th to insure pick up, any snow during this time can slow or delay 

pick up of leaves. Leaves should be placed in the street as close to the curb as possi-
ble to maintain safe passage for pedestrian and vehicle traffic. Please do not mix 
any debris such as branches and rocks in leaf pile, you may mix grass clippings. Do 
not place leaves within 10 feet or on top of catch basins and do not block fire hy-
drants. If you have a landscape contractor please inform them of the above men-
tioned items. 
Any residents with basketball backboards in the street are asked to remove them or 
turn them around as the borough will not be responsible for any damages that 
might occur. 

 
CHRISTMAS  TREE  RECYCLING 
Christmas tree recycling will be done in January, with the west side of  town (Central Ave. to River Vale) being done on 
January 5th & 19th   the east side (Central Ave. to the state line including Central Ave.) on the 12th & 26th.  

Household hazardous waste will be accepted at the 
locations listed below. To determine the materials 

that will be accepted please go to BCUA.org 
Look under Solid Waste recycling and than House-
hold Hazardous Waste for a list of items which will 

be accepted.  Location and times are: 
 

Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation 
200 Campgaw Road, Mahwah 
Saturday November 20, 2010 

 
Collection Hours 9am-2pm (rain or shine ) 

Homeowners wishing to dispose of tires, computer 
or electronic equipment such as a TV, VCR, ra-

dios, etc, are invited to bring these materials to the 
following location: 

 
Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation 

200 Campgaw Road, Mahwah 
Saturday, November 6, 2010 

 
Collection Hours: 9am-2pm (rain or shine) 

Tire Recycling 
Computers/Electronics Program 
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We have recently been having a problem with objects in the sanitary sewer system that does not belong there. We 
have had the following, items of clothing, mop heads, cleaning cloths, and rocks. These items have jammed and 
clogged pumps, requiring the removal and disassembly of pumps from 3 different pumping stations. This is a costly 
and time consuming situation that should be unnecessary, it could also require the replacement of a pump costing 
$5000 or more. Disposing of such items is a violation of borough ordinance §198-5. You also chance causing a back up 
in your lateral or in the street main outside your house witch then could have sewerage backing up into your base-
ment. We would also like to remind you that it is also a violation to dump cooking grease and oils down the drain as well as the connection 
of sump pumps and gutters to the sanitary sewer system. 

Household Hazardous Waste Events 

Environmental Commission News: Old Tappan: Going Green 

The Old Tappan Environmental Commission is pleased to announce that the 
borough has registered with Sustainable Jersey, a state-wide program that 
recognizes communities for their proactive approach to environmental stew-
ardship, recycling, educational programs and sustainability initiatives.  Under 
Sustainable Jersey, Old Tappan will become eligible for grants and endow-
ments that can enhance our ability to become an even more environmentally-
friendly community. As a Sustainable Jersey registrant, the Mayor and Coun-
cil enacted an ordinance which establishes a άDǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳέ consisting of a 
diverse cross-section of community-minded townspeople including represen-
tatives of the DPW, political leaders, and local merchants and businesspeople.  
Residents and students who would like to join us in this άDǊŜŜƴά initiative are 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ tŀǘ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛπ
ronmental Commission at www.oldtappan.net . You may also call the Borough 
Hall at 201-664ς1849. No experience is necessary, only the desire to make 
Old Tappan a greener community. Please join us in our efforts to make Old 
Tappan GREEN!! 

REMINDER TO PET OWNERS 
Pet Licenses expire December 31, 2010.  Pet 
License applications for 2011 will be mailed 
out mid December.  Applications will also be 
available at Borough Hall and on our website 
at http://www.oldtappan.net/Forms/Pet%
20License%20Applic.pdf . 

The Free Anti Rabies Clinic will be held at the 
DPW Garage, Russell Avenue on Saturday, 
January 8, 2011 from 9 A.M. to 11 A.M.  
Dogs, (on a leash) from 9:00 am to 10 am, 
cats (in pet carrier) 10:00 am to 
11:00 a.m.  If you want to 
renew your license on the day 
of the clinic, please bring com-
pleted license form and check 
(no cash). 

http://www.oldtappan.net
http://www.oldtappan.net/Forms/Pet%20License%20Applic.pdf
http://www.oldtappan.net/Forms/Pet%20License%20Applic.pdf


Fall 2010 Issue Old Tappan News 

 

The Borough of Old Tappan and The Old Tappan Police Department invite you to join 

NIXLE.  Stay instantly Informed and trusted, neighborhood-level public safety and commu-

nity information available.  You choose the information you want, for the addresses you want 

all delivered for free by text message, email and or on the web.  Sign up now at 

www.nixle.com.  Register nowñits free and easy!! 
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MEET YOUR NEW POLICE CHIEF 

 

      Captain Thomas Shine was elevated to the rank of 

Chief of Police at a recent meeting of the mayor and coun-
cil held on October 4th.  

Tom is a 30 year veteran of the twelve member force and replaces 
the recently retired Chief Joseph Fasulo. He has held every rank in 
the department. He was promoted to sergeant in 1996, lieutenant 
ƛƴ нллм ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ нллр Φ  !ǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΣ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
operations and administration divisions.  He has also headed the 
juvenile division and the domestic violence unit, and was a DARE 
officer and a mentor at the elementary school.   In addition he is 
ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ Σ ŀ 
former elected member of the Old Tappan Elementary Board of 
Education and a former fire chief in RiverVale.  Tom resides in Old 
Tappan and lives with his wife Patty and two sons Tommy & Kyle. 
We congratulate him and wish him well in reaching this milestone 
in his career.  

On the afternoon of Sunday, October 3rd, a gala party 
was held honoring our recently retired police chief, 
Joseph Fasulo.  The celebration, held at the beautifully 
renovated Old Tappan Manor, drew a crowd of more 
than two hundred well-wishers.  Those attending in-
ŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ WƻŜΩǎ 
police and FBI contacts from across the country.  Of 
the many active and retired police officers there, two 
were included who flew in from  California specifically 
for the occasion. 

Joe was an Old Tappan police officer for 34 years, serv-
ing as Chief for the past nine.  He is well respected by 
his peers and residents alike.  His immediate plans for 
the future include spending time with his grandchil-
dren and a trip to Italy with his wife, Karen. 

Joe, we sincerely thank you for your service to the 
community and wish you the best of health and happi-
ness in your retirement. 
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Wheel Chairs Needed 

The Old Tappan First Aide Corps is in need of 

wheel chairs to lend to the public... Many know of our 
loaner program of medical equipment. We have a short-
age of quality wheelchairs to loan out and would be will-
ing to accept donation of them and other medical equip-
ment that is in good condition... Just contact the Borough 
of Old Tappan and ask to have the Old Tappan First Aid 
corps contact you.  
 
OT First Aide Corp would like to welcome the following 
new members to the corps. All of these people are or 
intend to be EMT's in the near future.  
Anthony Bivone , Steve Raveling 
the following are high school students.  
Hannah Jenkins, Zachary Jenkins 
Christine Ha, Conor Discoll 
Kenny Mok 
We welcome them into our 
house of service to the 
community.  
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Board of Health UPDATE .  .      

Stopping the Flu is up to you!! 

The Old Tappan Board of Health will be holding its annual Flu 
Vaccination Program on Wednesday, October 20, 2010 from 
6:00pm to 7:30pm at Firehouse #1, 231 Old Tappan Road, Old 
Tappan.  Individuals must be 18 years and older to receive a flu 
vaccination. 

As in past years, it will be necessary for those who have Medi-
care Part B to bring their Medicare Part B card to the Flu Vac-
cine Program in order to receive the vaccination.  The Old Tap-
pan Health Department, through a contract with Northwest 
Bergen Regional Health Commission, will directly bill Medicare.  
For those that are 65 or over and do not have Medicare Part B, 
the influenza vaccine should be given by their regular health 
ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ  aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜ IahΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ not be accepted.   A $25.00 
fee will be charged to those who do not have Medicare Part B. 

Annual vaccination against the flu is recommended this year by 
the Centers for Disease Control for anyone over the age of 6 
months who want to reduce the risk of becoming ill with flu or 
transmitting it to others. Seasonal flu is an easily transmittable 
respiratory disease.  Each year 5 to 20 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation gets the flu.  More than 200,000 people are hospitalized 
from flu complications, including 20,000 children and 36,000 
people die every year.    The most effective strategy for pre-
venting influenza is annual vaccination. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Iмbм ǎǘǊŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
flu in addition to two other seasonal strains of the virus that 
will also be circulating in our area.  For more information about 
the Flu Program, please call Northwest Bergen Regional Health 
Commission at 201-445-7217. 


