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EVAN KUTZIN, FIRE OFFICIAL 

 
 

FOOD TRUCK PERMITS 
 

There are multiple rules concerning food trucks in the State of New Jersey.  A mobile enclosed unit is synonymous 
with the term “food truck.” 
 
A mobile enclosed unit is defined as: A unit of closed construction designed to be driven or towed from place to 
place, which includes commercial cooking equipment producing grease-laden vapors and which allows for 
occupancy by the operator. Also known as “mobile canteen.”  (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, Section 202, 2015 IFC, NJ Ed.) 
 

Permit Requirements 
 
The New Jersey Division of Fire Safety has determined that “Mobile Enclosed Unit” or food truck type vehicles, 
once they are parked and operating, are “premises” and subject to ALL regulations and permit requirements 
contained in the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code. 
 
Permits are valid only for the duration of the event and only for the location listed on the permit.  Events spanning 
multiple non-contiguous days will require a separate permit for each date that the food truck is on campus. 
 

1) The operator must obtain a Type 1 Permit from the Old Tappan Bureau of Fire Prevention by submitting 
the attached application and associated permit fee (enclosed mobile food truck requiring a fixed 
suppression system) (N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.7(a)3.xii) 

2) The applicant shall specify the date/time requested for inspection on the application form under the 
“Setup Time” field.  No permit will be issued until such time as an inspection is completed and cooking 
operations may not commence until this time. (N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.7(c)). 

3) An approved permit will be issued upon the satisfactory inspection of all equipment and set-up to be 
utilized for that specific event that the permit covers. 

4) If you have any questions about the fire safety permit process or any fire safety concerns, please feel free 
to contact the Fire Marshal’s Office by emailing firemarshal@oldtappan.net. 

 
NOTE:   The igniting of gas powered appliances prior to an inspection shall constitute a violation of the code and 

the operator may be subject to penalty (N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.12(b)7.i) (see Technical Requirements) 

 

Technical Fire Safety Requirements 
 
Effective July 1, 2018, the State of New Jersey has updated the Uniform Fire Code. 
 

• All commercial cooking operations that produce grease laden vapors shall be equipped with a ventilating 
hood, duct, and automatic fire suppression system designed and installed in accordance with the New 
Jersey Uniform Fire Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70-4.7(g)) 

• This subsection shall apply to mobile enclosed units, as defined in NJAC 5:70-3.  Systems installed in 
mobile enclosed units shall comply with all applicable requirements of NFPA 96, but such installations 
shall not be required to comply with the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70-4.7(g)3). 
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• A current Hood Cleaning Report must be available, at the time of inspection. Hoods need to be clean and 
free of excess grease accumulation (NFPA 96) 

• The suppression system must be inspected/tested within previous 6 months by a company possessing a 
valid NJ Division of Fire Safety Contractor Permit (if the truck is registered in another state, such as PA or 
NY, then it must have been inspected within the last 6 months, but the inspection does not have to be 
performed by a company having a NJ Division of Fire Safety Contractor Permit). (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, 
904.12.6.2, 2015 IFC, NJ Ed.) 

• A Suppression System Inspection Report (Form NJFS 17A) showing that the System was serviced within 
the last 6 months, must be available on the premise, at the time of the inspection. The system must also 
be tagged by the company that performed the inspection (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, 901.6.2, 904.12.6.2, 2015 IFC, 
NJ Ed.)) 

• The operator must have a copy of the actual fire suppression system inspection report in the vehicle (not 
just the cylinder tag).   

• The truck must be equipped with a “K” type portable fire extinguisher, if the truck is equipped with deep 
fat fryers. (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, 904.12.5.2, 2015 IFC, NJ Ed.) 

• All solid fuel cooking appliances, whether or not under a hood, with fireboxes 5 cubic feet (0.14 m3) or 
less in volume shall have a minimum 2.5 gallon (9L) or two 1.5 gallon (6L) Class “K” wet-chemical portable 
fire extinguishers located in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, 904.12.5, 2015 IFC, NJ Ed. 

• When deep fryers are present, a portable Class K fire extinguisher of a Minimum 1.5 gallon (6L) capacity 
shall be mounted in the vehicle (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3, 904.12.5.2)(Depending on the size of your unit and 
operation, more than one may be required.)  

• A 2A:10B:C Rated Fire Extinguisher with current inspection tag shall also be mounted in the vehicle and 
readily accessible to the operator.  

• All gas fittings must be tight and free from leaks, a leak test will be performed prior to the beginning of 
your operations. Do not light burners prior to being told to do so by the Fire Inspector. For the safety of 
the Inspector, if your equipment is hot you may have to shut it down and allow it to cool prior to 
inspection. 

• Propane cylinders must be inspected for rust, damage, dents, leaks, alterations. (NFPA 58-5.2.2.1) 

• Propane hoses, exposed portions, must be inspected for general condition and leaks. (NFPA 58-6.18.2) 

• Maximum propane tank size is 125 lbs. (300 gal wc). (There is no maximum amount per vehicle) (NFPA 58-
6.21.3.1(E)) 

• Propane containers and regulators must be installed on the outside of the vehicle, unless in a cabinet that 
is vapor tight to the inside of the vehicle, accessible only from outside the vehicle, and properly vented to 
the exterior of the vehicle. (NFPA 58-6.21.3.3) 

• Propane cylinders must be attached to the vehicle-they may not be free standing, even if properly 
secured (NFPA 58-6.21.3.4) 

• Propane cylinder valves, regulators, hoses, etc., must be protected from damage from physical impact, 
stones, mud, etc. (NFPA 58-6.21.3(B)) 

• Regulators must be installed so that the pressure relief valve is pointing downward and the vent must be 
protected to prevent dirt, mud, etc., from entering the vent (NFPA 58-6.21.4.2) 

• The entire vehicle is subject to full inspection for all other applicable requirements provided for 
“premises” in accordance with NJ Uniform Fire Code. 

 
Health Department Requirements 
 
If you serve food to the public, you are required by state law to have an approval from the local health department 
prior to operating. It does not matter if the food is sold or given away, you must have an approval. A mobile food 
establishment is any movable restaurant, truck, van, trailer, cart, bicycle, watercraft, or other movable unit 
including hand carried, portable containers in or on which food or beverage is transported, stored, or prepared for 
retail sale or given away at temporary locations. A temporary food establishment operates for no more than 14 
consecutive days in conjunction with a single event or celebration. A seasonal food establishment operates during 



Updated 12/29/2020 

specific months of the year, usually weather related, as designated by the operator on the application. An annual 
food establishment operates on a routine schedule year round.  
 
All food purveyors at temporary events are required to obtain a Temporary Food Establishment license from the 
Old Tappan Health Officer. Applications for this license are available by contacting Borough Hall. 
 

 

Evan Kutzin 
Fire Marshal 
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APPLICATION FOR MOBILE FOOD VEHICLE EVENT 
(to be completed by food vehicle vendor and returned to the Bureau of Fire Prevention prior to event) 

 
Event:          Date of Event:       

Event Sponsor:         Time of Event:                            To:              

Type of Event:         Setup Time:        

Business Name:        Location:       

Business Address:        Vehicle Name:        

         License Plate #:      State:    

         Type of Vehicle:       

Business Phone:       

Applicant Name:       

Applicant Email:       

Vehicle equipped with an exhaust hood:     □ Yes     □ No 

If answer is “Yes”, please complete the following: 

1. Number of appliance under the hood:     

2. Appliance type (number of each type – all that apply): 

Stove                  Griddle                 Oven                  Deep Fryer                  Other                . 

3. Heat sources used for cooking:     □ Propane     □ Charcoal     □ Wood     □ Other 

4. Vehicle equipped with “K-Type” fire extinguisher:     □ Yes     □ No 

5. Date of last suppression system inspection:      

6. Number of propane tanks mounted on the vehicle:    . 

7. Size of propane tanks (lbs) mounted on the vehicle:     

 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read this application, that the information given is correct, and that I am the 
owner, or duly authorized to act in the owner's behalf, and as such hereby agree to comply with the applicable 
requirements of the Old Tappan Bureau of Fire Prevention, the NJ Fire Code, as well as any specific conditions 
imposed by the Division of Fire Safety or the Old Tappan Fire Marshal. 

 
Signature:        Date:      
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INSPECTION FOR MOBILE FOOD VEHICLE EVENT 
(to be completed by the Old Tappan Bureau of Fire Prevention) 

 
Date of Inspection:      
 

LP/CNG Tanks: 

Number of Tanks:     

Size of each Tank:     

Tank Condition:        Tank Condition:        Tank Condition:       

Hydro Test Date:      Hydro Test Date:      Hydro Test Date:     

Mounting of LP/CNG Tanks:   □ Rear     □ Cabinet     □ Chassis 

Condition of Cabinet:      

Chassis Mount Location Regulator:      

“NO SMOKING SIGNS” Located by Tanks:     

Placard on the Cabinets:     

Generators: 

Mounted:  □ Yes     □ No Location:         Condition of Generator:     

Type of Fuel:   □ Gas     □ LP     □ Diesel  Hard Lined from Vehicle Fuel Tank:     □ Yes     □ No 

Generator Clear of Combustibles:  □ Yes     □ No 

Extension Cords:     □ Yes     □ No     #:        Condition of Cords:      

Extension Cords Present Trip Hazard:  □ Yes     □ No 

Awnings: 

Awning Attached to Vehicle:  □ Yes     □ No Location:       

Fire Rated/Tested:  □ Yes     □ No 

Tent: 

Pop-up Tent:  □ Yes     □ No Location:       

Fire Rated/Tested:  □ Yes     □ No 
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Interior: 

Hood Suppression System:  □ Yes     □ No 

Last Inspection:       Inspected By:       

Last Cleaning:        Cleaned By:       

Last Time Fusible Links Were Changed:       

Overall Condition of the Hood System:           

              

Portable Fire Extinguishers: 

ABC:     □ Yes     □ No     #:        Size:      

K:          □ Yes     □ No     #:        Size:      

Ventilation System: 

Ventilation System:  □ Yes     □ No 

Overall Condition of the Vent System:           

              

Appliances: 

Stove:   □ LP     □ Electric 

Grill:   □ LP     □ Electric 

Fryer:  □ LP     □ Electric Closeable Lid:  □ Yes     □ No Gallons of Oil:     

Smoke Detector:   □ Yes     □ No 

CO Detector:    □ Yes     □ No 

Gas Detector:   □ Yes     □ No 

Overall Condition of the Cooking Area:           

              

Comments:              

              

 

Inspector:       

Permit Issued:  □ Yes     □ No Permit #:      
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